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16 June 2025 - AGM 2

PROCEEDINGS COMMENCED ON MONDAY, 16TH JUNE 2025 AT 2:00 PM,
AS FOLLOWS:

CATHAOIRLEACH: Good afternoon, members. | want to welcome you all for the
Annual General Meeting of Wicklow County Council. So, Helen, for the last time for
me, can | have a roll call, please?

MS PURCELL: Good afternoon and welcome to everybody who is present online
and in the chamber. Thank you for joining us. If we have any technical difficulties
from the councillors who are online, | will ring you for the votes. That is allowed
under the standing orders. So for the roll call.

Councillor Danny Alvey?

COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Mark Barry?

COUNCILLOR BARRY: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Joe Behan?

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Sylvester Bourke?

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Melanie Corrigan?

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Avril Cronin?

COUNCILLOR CRONIN: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Erika Doyle? She's online, is she? Yes.

Councillor Malachai Duddy?

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: Anseo.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Gail Dunne?

COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin?

COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: Here.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Orla Finn? Councillor Pat Fitzgerald?
COUNCILLOR FITZGERALD: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Tom Fortune?

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Present.
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MS PURCELL: Councillor Patsy Glennon?
COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Pat Kennedy?
COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Shane Langrell?
COUNCILLOR LANGRELL: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Peir Leonard? Councillor Pat Mahon?
COUNCILLOR MAHON: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Jason Mulhall?
COUNCILLOR MULHALL: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Miriam Murphy?
COUNCILLOR MURPHY:: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor lan Neary?
COUNCILLOR NEARY: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Dermot O'Brien?
COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: Anseo.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Paul O'Brien?
COUNCILLOR PAUL O'BRIEN: Present.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Gerry O'Neill?
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Warren O'Toole?
COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Anseo.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Graham Richmond?
COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Lourda Scott?
COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor John Snell?
COUNCILLOR SNELL: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Peter Stapleton?
COUNCILLOR STAPLETON: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Stephen Stokes?
COUNCILLOR STOKES: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Ned Whelan?



© 00 N OO 0o M W N P

W W W W N N N DN DN DN DN DNMNDNDDN P P P PP PP PP PP
W N PP O © 0N OO O A W N P O O 0O N O o b WO NN P O

16 June 2025 - AGM 4

COUNCILLOR WHELAN: Present.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Caroline Winstanley?

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY: Present.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Helen, for everything.

So colleagues, we have a three-item agenda of which | am going to oversee the first
one. Just before I carry out my last duty as Cathaoirleach --

COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Cathaoirleach just before you start there, do you mind if |
come in for a minute?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Dunne, yeah, good to hear you.

COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Thanks. 1think you hear a lot from me.

I would just like to congratulate Wicklow Rovers on winning the quadruple yesterday.
They won the Wicklow cup. | think it was a great honour for the club, the players and
the management, and | would like to take this opportunity to wish them well for the
future. 1would also like to congratulate Wicklow on beating Westmeath yesterday in
Aughrim. We are now in the semi-finals of the Tailteann Cup against Limerick in
Croke Park next week. And finally, Cathaoirleach, I'd like to thank or congratulate
the ladies' football team in Wicklow. They beat strong Monaghan team yesterday by
a point. It wasn't that long ago Monaghan were in All Irelands and a special to
(inaudible). Sothank you. Cathaoirleach, I wasn't trying to take your thunder there.
| appreciate you letting me in.

CATHAOIRLEACH: No problem. Thank you very much, Councillor Dunne.
We'll all echo those sentiments. Please pass on our congratulations.

Colleagues, just before I carry out my last duty as Cathaoirleach and oversee the
election of a new Cathaoirleach, will you please bear with me for a little bit longer as |

say a few words before | depart the stage.

So I would like to start by thanking Councillor Stephen Stokes, Councillor Silvester
Bourke for proposing and seconding me at last year's AGM and to all my fellow
councillors who voted for me on the day. | would also like to genuinely thank all the
Elected Members here, whether you voted for me or not. | want to say thank you for
being so polite, courteous and respectful towards me, not just in the chamber, but any
time I met you in your district and beyond. Because you worked so well with me

during the year and the respect you showed me, we got through our Council meetings
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with minimal fuss and | am proud to hand over a clean slate to my successor. We
managed to get through the LPT meeting, the budget and two Local Area Plans as and

from this morning, plus all our Council meetings, as | say, with minimal fuss.

Now, I'm not saying we agreed on everything, but we certainly worked well as a unit
and carried out our duties in a polite and professional manner which made my job so

much easier.

As we all know, though, last year's AGM was particularly difficult, especially for
Councillor Dunne, his family, my family and myself. There's no secret that
Councillor Dunne and | are great mates and our families know each other going back
generations. Even though he was disappointed with the outcome, Councillor Dunne
rang me after the AGM and offered me his wholehearted congratulations and said |
had his full support and if | ever needed any advice he would be there for me. True to
form, Councillor Dunne gave me great advice throughout the year, sometimes when it
wasn't even sought. Gail, | know this has been a difficult year for you personally, but
| just want to say thank you for all that invaluable advice but more importantly thank

you for being a true friend.

I know the Chief Executive cannot be here today, but | know I speak for all of us when
| wish her a full and speedy recovery, and we look forward to seeing her back in this

chamber at our next meeting.

| want to pay tribute to the Chief Executive who pledged her full cooperation when |
was elected and to the entire Executive who have worked tirelessly with us all
throughout the year. It is a pleasure to work with such a positive, progress, dedicated

Council.

To the staff of Wicklow County Council, no matter where you are based, | say thank
you. Because only for you this would be an echo chamber for all we could do is call
for things to be done, but let's be honest, nothing would happen without the
commitment and dedication of the staff of Wicklow County Council. You are, in my

opinion, the unsung heroes of local government and we as Elected Members owe you
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a debt of gratitude.

So represent Wicklow County Council as Cathaoirleach has been the honour and
privilege of a lifetime. And I was asked a few weeks back what were my abiding
memories as Cathaoirleach during my term, and | promise you won't keep you much
longer, but it has to be the people | met throughout the county and beyond who give up
their time to volunteer to make their communities that little bit better. 1 got to
experience this first-hand when I travelled to Tearmann Gardens in Baltinglass, the
Recycling Centre in Tinahely and the

Murals Team here in Wicklow Town, all of whom were nominated for a pride of place
award. They, like so many countless organisations and individuals throughout the
county, don't seek accolades, remuneration or any other form of plaudits, they simply
get out and volunteer and work tirelessly for their community, a rare commaodity in

this age of the keyboard warrior.

So as | head back to what I once described as backbenches where I will continue to
serve the people of Wicklow, | do so with my head held high knowing I gave this role

my all.

Finally, I swore | wouldn't get like this, but sorry, finally, I want to thank my family
and my partner for their support and patience. | would not be sitting here today
without them and | certainly would not have been able to carry out this role. |
sincerely wish the new Cathaoirleach the very best of luck and every success, and the
only advice | can give them at the moment is enjoy every minute of it because, trust
me, it goes by very quickly. And anyone that knows me knows | like to finish on a
guote, so as Nelson Mandela once said: "Do not judge me by my success, judge me
by how many times I fell down and got back up again."”

Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

Councillor Stephen Stokes

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, for those very excellent
words. And thank you for your outstanding service. At all times you carried

yourself with great distinction and represented County Wicklow with honour at so
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many functions. Of course you also made a wonderful opening chess move at last
year's Bray Rapid Play Championships. And, you know, the meetings here were
usually seamless, which is a credit to you, because sometimes the best referee is the
one that isn't seen. And I believe that is a testament to your leadership.

Of course we all bring passion and interest to this chamber but you were always fair
and let people to speak, sometimes even going slightly over their time. And I think
everybody respects the way that you conducted the business of Wicklow County
Council and I look forward to working with you, all the councillors, and the officials,
in the future. And thank you for your great friendship and | wish you the very best of
continued success. Thank you very much.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you very much, Councillor. Councillor Silvester
Bourke.

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Cathaoirleach, on behalf of the Fine Gael group 1 would
just like to offer our deepest gratitude and thanks to you personally for the tremendous
work that you did in representing not just us but everybody in the county over the past
year. 'You were very fair and objective and got through your agendas very, very
efficiently and we salute you for that. You represented extremely well, not just at
home but abroad, and we witnessed that in Wiirtzburg on a couple of occasions during
the year. | think that everybody could unequivocally say that they were very proud to
have you as their Cathaoirleach. So we wish you the very best for the future and
thank you for all your hard work and great achievement. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. We will go online, Dr Dermot
O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. | just want to
congratulate you on the year. As | watched from the wings, the biggest take away for
me would be the skill that you have shown, the facilitation of the role to facilitate
meetings and work through an agenda, and I think 1 saw somebody who was able to
navigate moments of tension, moments of passion, moments of conflict. And what |
would say is that the through line of the whole year was you were committed in
principle to everyone having their say, and | certainly felt that and experienced that
myself. So you have my gratitude for that and my congratulations for the year that

you've had. Thanks very much.
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CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Tom Fortune.
COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Can I just say on behalf of
myself and the Independent group, really congratulations on a really, really good year.
| think you did everything very, very professionally and very fair. You gave
everyone, you know, a fair thing. And as you say yourself, you gave the role your all.
| have had the experience of joining you on a number of occasions at different
functions and different things, and | must say you always represented both yourself
and your role in the county extremely well and for that I say thanks very much. So on
behalf of the group, best of luck in the future, and well done on a really, really good
year.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you very much. Councillor Gail Dunne online.
COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Thanks, Cathaoirleach. On
behalf of the Fianna Fail group | would like to thank you for all the work you put in
this year. In fairness the nicest thing is how the meetings ran, you had your
homework done, before every meeting you were prepared and ready to go and you
finished all of the meetings on time. On a personal level, I'd like to thank you for all
the help that you have given me for what has been probably the most difficult of my
life, and even the fact you brought me to the hospital and brought me home which |
very much appreciated. So I wish you, Paul, the very best and remember there's an
old saying you're only as good as your last thing. Best of luck going forward. Thank
you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Winstanley.
COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. On behalf of the
Social Democrats group we would like to thank you, Paul, for your excellent work as
Cathaoirleach. You carried out the role with fairness, professionalism and a genuine
commitment to the community. We appreciate the time, energy and care you brought
to the position and we wish you the best for what's next.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Lourda Scott.
COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. | want to add to the
congratulations on a great year you've had as Cathaoirleach. Councillor O'Brien, it
will be great to have you here on the backbenches with us. I want to commend you
really on your handling of yourself and your position during the year and particularly

the way you chaired the meetings. You did it with ease and made a very, very
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difficult role look very simple and very easy. We all know, I think from our
experience sitting around here, it is far from that. 1 know any time | have met you
either outside of the chamber on a personal level or at official functions, you've always
been incredibly approachable, you've made your point to talk to everybody that's been
present, and | would say certainly would bring no airs and graces to the role and that's
a good thing. So thank you for all of your hard work. Thank you for steering the
meetings so well, particularly when there were points of contention, and I wish you all
the best in the future years.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you very much, Councillor. Councillor Graham
Richmond.

COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Just I suppose as a
member of the Wicklow Municipal District, it's just again to echo those
congratulations, and they're deserved. And the one thing, it's the humanity and
fairness you took at every meeting, the fact it was well prepared. And like, the fact
that everyone is saying it was controlled or whatever. But to be honest there was no
need because you set the tone. Thank you. And let's see what you do next. All
right. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Peir Leonard online.
COUNCILLOR LEONARD: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Can you hear me?
CATHAOIRLEACH: Yeah.

COUNCILLOR LEONARD: Good. No, I just want to thank -- sorry about my
audio problems earlier on, but I just again want to echo what everybody said about
you. You were always very pleasant and fair in the role. It is a tough job up there,
but you made it look really easy and | wish you well for the next year. | know being
in that position, it takes away from a lot of work on the ground, but you covered a lot of
the county and it is important to see and gain that knowledge of what goes on around
the county. | know we met and spoke about that the other day. | want to thank you
again and wish you the best for the next year. You can relax a little bit.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. 1wish. Councillor Mulhall.
COUNCILLOR MULHALL: Yeah, thank you. I'd just now like to wish you all the
best as you finish up your term as Cathaoirleach. It's been a real pleasure working
with you over the last year. | think as a new councillor, | found you to be fair,

approachable and always willing to share your time and insight. I think qualities that
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made a real difference. So well done on a great year. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Peter Stapleton.
COUNCILLOR STAPLETON: Yeah, likewise, as a new councillor | suppose | had
no one to judge you against but I imagine like so many other firsts in life, you'll never
forget your first, and I'll definitely remember you with very fond members and
admiration for the role that you paid up in the chair and also the kindness, | suppose,
you showed first-time councillors and the guidance you gave us often times
professionally but also professionally in the challenges that the role may present and
how we can best work to fulfil our role as councillors. So just a nod of appreciation to
that and congratulation on the year and best of luck joining us back here.
CATHAOIRLEACH: I'mglad I was your first. But anyway. Councillor Shane
Langrell.

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL: Cathaoirleach. Paul, a good friend. We came
across each other about 20 years ago. 'You were on the pitch refereeing, | was the
manager on the sideline, managing Roundwood AFC, and for whatever reason, | don't
know, Paul put me out on the road. He sent me off. So that's the first time | came
across Paul. We became good friends, Paul, through a good friend of ours, the late
Paddy O'Toole. 1 suppose I arrived in here, we hadn't spoken for a couple of years
due to me stepping away from football and | came in here a year ago, and | have to say
you've been an amazing Cathaoirleach. | suppose as Peter says, we can't compare
you to anyone else, but anyway. But, Paul, you have been an amazing friend to me
this year, to my wife and children as well. Thank you for the support and keeping me
on the straight and narrow. That's all | can say, and the very best of luck. Thank
you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Very much appreciated. Thank you. Councillor Louise
Fenelon Gaskin.

COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Like all the
others have said, as a new councillor I very much appreciate everything and the
guidance during the year. | can't say enough thanks for it. And | very much
appreciate the AGM last year when you came to me at the end of it and reassured me
the year would be a good one, and the year has been a good one and | appreciate
everything. And especially I did get to go to Wirzburg in March when you couldn't
go and it was an honour to do that for you, and your guidance for going on that trip and
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what I had to do in your place. So thank you for that as well.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Danke schon. Councillor Miriam Murphy.

COUNCILLOR MURPHY: Thank you, Chair. Again, echoing what the other
councillors said, I think your pleasantness breaks down the barrier for people who are
nervous sitting up looking. But I think your willingness to be open is something that
we all need to have and I think being chair, Cathaoirleach, is an honour whether at
district or county level and you're representing people who value what you do and your
work ethic. And again through your agendas you researched it, which is very
important and | wish you every bit of luck back on the backbench again. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Orla Finn.
COUNCILLOR FINN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I just want to reiterate what
everybody else has said and say thank you very much. It's been great working with
you throughout the year. | have met you at numerous events, those in Greystones and
different parts of Wicklow actually, yeah, and, look, it's been great. Any event you've
been at has obviously been very well done, very professional, speeches have always
been amazing and, yeah, it's just been great to work with you all year. So thank you
very much.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Gerry O'Neill.
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, just briefly, Paul, I want
to wish you the very best. We didn't see eye to eye some of the time, but however I
think maybe one word would sum you up I think, I found you very helpful. So no
matter whether we were agreeing or disagreeing, you were helpful all the time. And
even at today's meeting and before it. So the best of luck.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Okay. So we will go on

now -- sorry, Michael.

MR NICHOLSON: Cathaoirleach, just on behalf of Emer O'Gorman, our Chief
Executive, myself, the management team and all the staff at Wicklow County Council,
indeed the entire Wicklow community, | want to thank you for your year as
Cathaoirleach and your management of the meetings, and on the numerous occasions
you represented the county and the Council and for the great working relationship
throughout the year. | want to assure the new Cathaoirleach, whoever they may be, of
the same cooperation working relationship in the year ahead. Thank you very much.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Michael. Just before I go on to the agenda, can |
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just say thank you very much for those kind words. As politicians we don't always
hear them and when we do we get a little bit excited, so thank you very much. | very

much appreciate it.

So now | go on to my last duty, that's item number 1: The election of a Cathaoirleach
section 36 of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended. | am now looking for a
proposer for Cathaoirleach. So Councillor Silvester Bourke.

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Cathaoirleach, it is my great honour and privilege to be
here today to propose an outstanding councillor, an outstanding woman for this role as
Cathaoirleach, I would like to propose Councillor Melanie Corrigan. Melanie is, as
you know, into her second term on Wicklow County Council. She's very highly
regarded amongst the full Council, particularly so amongst the nine Fine Gael
councillors and we would be delighted to see Melanie being elected to the chair of
Wicklow County Council. I noticed when I was visiting in Wirtzburg during the
year a phrase on the election posters of one of the candidates, a female candidate, and
it said, "Powerful woman who knows how to get things done." So that could apply
just as equally to Councillor Melanie Corrigan as to any of our German counterparts.
So I would formally propose Councillor Melanie Corrigan for this role. | think she
will be excellent. Her experience and the esteem that she is held in by her
community, which | have observed at first-hand at public events in her own districts,
reassures me that she will be able to smoothly transition from councillor to
Cathaoirleach and continue the excellent work that you have been doing,
Cathaoirleach. And | would imagine her life experience as well will stand us all in
good stead as we conduct business of Wicklow County Council over the next year.
Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Looking for a seconder now.
Councillor Lourda Scott.

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Yeah, thanks, Cathaoirleach. | would be absolutely
delighted to second Councillor Corrigan for this role. | had the pleasure of both
sitting in the chamber with Melanie for the past six years, but also | have served with
her on the DISC Committee and on the Women's Councillor Caucus. | would say
having got to know her a little bit, | would say she is probably not somebody who is

particularly interested in titles. She's very focused on getting results and she's
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focused on making a difference for people in her community. And that's what I think

would serve Wicklow county very, very well in her role as Cathaoirleach.

| really respect her as a councillor, particularly as a female councillor, and | see her as
somebody who brings people together. She very much listens and respects different
views and will look for common ground to work with people on. | would say, also, |
welcome another female Cathaoirleach in the role, sitting in your own position,
Cathaoirleach. 1 think bringing that perspective is really important and bringing that
diversity and perspective is really important and sends an important message to the
wider people in the county. So | am absolutely confident that she will do an excellent
jobin the role. As I said, I am very honoured to second her.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. I don'tsee any other lights comingon. So |
have to ask, Councillor Corrigan -- sorry, | beg your pardon. Councillor Gerry
O'Neill.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, I'm coming in here 11
year now, elected 11 year, and it's the same action every year, year in year out,
Tweedledee and Tweedledum, Fine Gael, Fianna Fail. | know Fianna Fail are
dwindling in a big way, I think there's four of them, and Fine Gael are hard winning so
much. But I honest to God think that, you know, as a Council we should start
thinking a little bit different. That there are genuine people in here, genuine people
who are good people and are quite capable of doing, of chairing Wicklow County
Council. And I think it's time that we --

CATHAOIRLEACH: Sorry, Councillor, are you going to propose someone?
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: I will in a moment.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Ithink we have a chance here of making a change today.
And, you know, whatever about you have the Fianna Fail, Fine Gael thing every year,
but the hangers-on there that prop them up, they're the people that should really

examine their conscience.

So I am proposing John Snell here. John is in the chamber here 16 year and he has
been a friend of mine. I don't always agree with John said either at times, but anyway,

| think John is a very fair man. | think John does deserve a crack of the whip here. |
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would formally propose John Snell.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor. Councillor Joe Behan.
COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Yeah, Cathaoirleach, | want to formally second
Councillor O'Neill's proposal for Counsellor Snell. He has been a very effective
councillor over many years, very popular in the Council and in the community
generally. | think he has earned the right to serve as first citizen of this county and |
would be very happy to support his nomination. 1 also want to take the opportunity to
congratulate you and thank you for the excellent chairmanship you gave to this
Council during the last year. | certainly appreciated your courtesy to me and your
understanding of issues and how you tried to resolve them, and | want to say well done
to you. |am happy to second Councillor Snell.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Behan, for your kind words and for
seconding, Councillor. I have no one else coming online.

Councillor Corrigan, you were first up, do you accept the nomination?
COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: Yes.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Okay. Councillor Snell, you've also been proposed. Do you
accept it? Sorry, Councillor Snell, go ahead.

COUNCILLOR SNELL: Yeah, thanks, Cathaoirleach. As councillors will know, I
didn't speak to any of them in regards to looking for this position. It's a number of
times over 16 going into 17 years that this would have happened and on every
occasion | would withdraw my name from the Cathaoirleach because | always felt
that, you know, | have great respect for the families that are here in the chamber, the
Corrigan family. 1 know Melanie very, very well, and I know she will make an
excellent Cathaoirleach. And I spoke at length at last year's AGM, | sort of -- | made
my feelings known of how dissatisfied | was that a contest for the chair at last year's
AGM. It's something that | never encouraged, even at municipal district level. |
believe that, you know, people have served their term as vice chair to go in as
Cathaoirleach, or whatever the desired Council, be it full council or municipal. And
coming in today | had no intentions of allowing my name to go forward. And I am
sort of in a dilemma because | know the outcome. We all know the outcome. But at
the same time, | come from a background where, you know, if people felt that they
were defeated before they even started you wouldn't get out of bed in the morning. So

we know the result. And I think for democracy's sake, it's probably no harm to allow
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the name to go forward, irrespective. And as | say, it's going against every principle |
ever had because | would much prefer to have contested the vice chair, the Leas
Cathaoirleach, because, as | say, it is very disingenuous to the family that's here. |
know some of the faces there. I've seen Melanie's kids grow up, having been
managing teams that contested against them and I know it's not going to ruin the day.
| certainly hope it doesn't ruin the day, Melanie, because | think that, you know, I'd
serve under your chairmanship on an SPC. | think you're an excellent candidate and a
decent person, you come from a highly respectable family. And you're saying why
are you allowing your name to go forward; you're talking up the other candidate?
Because we know it is a done deal. But, | suppose, if we don't have some level of
democracy after what happened last year, last year was probably the lowest point in
my 16 years in Wicklow County Council at the AGM. But life goes on. Nobody's
fell out. Nobody has died. We will get on with it. And I will certainly work with
the new Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council. So regrettably | will be leaving
my name in, unfortunately.

CATHAOIRLEACH: That's your right. Sorry, can I have Councillor Leonard, do
you want to propose someone?

COUNCILLOR LEONARD: Sorry, no, no, I just wanted to come in and support
Councillor Snell. 1 just wanted to wish Melanie the best. This absolutely isn't
personal. Melanie knows | have the greatest of respect for her personally and in her
work ethic personally, but just, I just feel it is important that on behalf of the people
that I represent I need to make clear why as an independent councillor | can't support
any person who aligns themselves with the current political parties and government.
While there's certainly things done right in our country that are working well, we can't
ignore the many issues that continue to harm the most vulnerable, from the worsening
housing crisis to the growing struggles faced by many in our communities who are at
most in need. | believe that real change requires independence from party politics
and a focus on people over party. That's the commitment | have made to those that |
represent and | will be supporting John Snell. Thanks.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Okay. We have two nominations, both have been accepted.
We're going to go to a vote which, by the way, is good because we do live in a
democracy and no matter what is said here today, the majority of democratically

elected councillors will have a say in who is the next Cathaoirleach of Wicklow
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County Council. Can I call upon Helen to call a vote please.

MS PURCELL: So we have two candidates, Councillor Melanie Corrigan proposed
by Councillor Silvester Bourke, seconded by councillor Lourda Scott. And
Councillor John Snell, proposed by Councillor Gerry O'Neill and seconded by
Councillor Joe Behan.

If you could say the name of the councillor that you wish to vote for, so when | call
your name if you say either "Corrigan” or "Snell" or if you won't wish to vote, you can
abstain. Thank you very much. If there's any technical issues, we will ring the
person who is online.

Councillor Danny Alvey?

COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Councillor Melanie Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Mark Barry?

COUNCILLOR BARRY: Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Joe Behan?

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Councillor Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Sylvester Bourke?

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Councillor Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Melanie Corrigan?

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Avril Cronin?

COUNCILLOR CRONIN: Councillor Melanie Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Erika Doyle?

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: Councillor Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Malachai Duddy?

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: Councillor John Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Gail Dunne?

COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Councillor Melanie Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin?

COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: Councillor Melanie Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Orla Finn?

COUNCILLOR FINN: Councillor John Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Pat Fitzgerald?

COUNCILLOR FITZGERALD: Councillor Melanie Corrigan.
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MS PURCELL: Councillor Tom Fortune?
COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Councillor Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Patsy Glennon?
COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Councillor Corrigan.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Pat Kennedy?
COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Councillor Corrigan.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Shane Langrell?
COUNCILLOR LANGRELL: Councillor Corrigan.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Peir Leonard?
COUNCILLOR LEONARD: Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Pat Mahon?
COUNCILLOR MAHON: Councillor Corrigan.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Jason Mulhall?
COUNCILLOR MULHALL: Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Miriam Murphy?
COUNCILLOR MURPHY: Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor lan Neary?
COUNCILLOR NEARY: Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Dermot O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR DERMOT O'BRIEN: Councillor Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Paul O'Brien?

17

COUNCILLOR PAUL O'BRIEN: Councillor Melanie Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Gerry O'Neill?
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Councillor Snell.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Warren O'Toole?
COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Graham Richmond?
COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Councillor Corrigan.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Lourda Scott?
COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Councillor Corrigan.
MS PURCELL: Councillor John Snell?
COUNCILLOR SNELL: Councillor Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Peter Stapleton?
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COUNCILLOR STAPLETON: Councillor Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Stephen Stokes?

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Councillor Melanie Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Ned Whelan?

COUNCILLOR WHELAN: Councillor Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Caroline Winstanley?

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY: Corrigan.

MS PURCELL: Thank you. 22 votes for Councillor Melanie Corrigan, 10 for
Councillor Snell. Councillor Corrigan is deemed elected. (Applause.)
COUNCILLOR PAUL O'BRIEN: It gives me great pleasure to invite the
Cathaoirleach who has received the most votes and the most diverse vote in the history
of Wicklow County Council to come up and prise this chain off my neck.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you everybody. And just before we start, I just have a
few words | would like to say. Fellow councillors, Deputy Chief Executive, officials,
staff, members of the public, family and friends both online and in the gallery, and
thank you also to Councillor Burke and to Councillor Scott on their lovely words and

kind endorsements for me, proposing me and seconding me.

It's a huge honour for me today to become Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council
and | want to thank you all for the support and for putting your confidence in me. |
want to assure you that | am committed to working collaboratively with you all in the
chamber and everyone across County Wicklow to ensure fairness and inclusivity in
our Council and county. | am deeply proud of the county where | was born, where |
have grown up and where | have chosen to raise my family and | am proud to represent
the people of my community and of Wicklow. | am especially grateful to my family
who are here today to support me, my husband Liam, my daughter Rebecca, and two
of my sons Billy and Dan, we're missing Eoghan. Thank you for keeping me
grounded and always being there for me. My sister Sharon and my father and
father-in-law, Harry and Eugene, who have been remarkable role models for me in
always working hard for the community, for charity and for being such strong
characters. Though my mother-in-law can't be here today, she's always a hundred
percent behind me encouraging me. My late mother Muriel who loved politics and

would have loved to have been here today. She loved to see women getting more
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involved in politics. She always said to us growing up: There's no such word as
can't, but to try and keep trying until you succeed.

It was difficult to growing up, but it taught me to work hard and not give up easily and
it is something | tell my own children and hopefully some day they'll thank me.

| want to acknowledge those aren't here present in the Chamber with us today,
including Councillor Dunne and our Chief Executive, Emer O'Gorman. | wish them
both a speedy recovery. And to Councillor Barry, a safe trip home.

| want to extend my gratitude to outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor O'Brien for his
exceptional service to the county throughout the last year. His exceptional dedication
has set a high standard for this role and he has left me with big boots to fill.

To Councillor Snell, thank you for putting yourself forward. It's always good to see
democracy and it is not easy putting yourself forward, and we have got to know each
other well over the last couple of years and you're commitment to your Council needs

to be noted.

I am truly looking forward to working with each and every one of you and getting to
know you better and visiting your districts and getting to understand your districts and
the challenges better. Please don't hesitate to reach out to me if there's anything | can
do to assist. As | have already said, it's an incredible honour for me and one which |
do not take lightly, but I am very excited about it and | am looking forward to
promoting our county and working together with both fellow elected representatives,
officials and the community of Wicklow to make an even better place for us all to live

in, work in and visit both now and in the future. Thank you. (Applause.)

So my first duty is to ask for any proposals for the position of Leas Cathaoirleach,
Councillor Stephen Stokes.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. | don't actually have any
proposals, but I just wanted to congratulate you on your elevation to Cathaoirleach of
the county. |, you know, have come to really respect you as a county councillor and |

have full confidence that you will be a brilliant Cathaoirleach working with
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everybody, and | very much look forwarding to working with you. | think it is quite
apt that, you know, I think the AILG have circulated an email saying that June is the
hundred years of local democracy in Ireland since the foundation of the State, because
we had elections in June of 1925, and | must pay tribute to the Fine Gael group because
in the last hundred years you have done quite a lot in terms of our democracy in that
time. |think that this will be a very hopefully exciting year for you and | want to wish
you the very west of success. Go raibh maith agat.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Stokes. Councillor Danny Alvey.
COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. | would just like to firstly
offer my congratulations to you and best wishes in the year ahead with the role as
Cathaoirleach. We are looking forward to working with you in the Social Democrats
group for the betterment of everybody in County Wicklow. In terms of nominations
for Leas Cathaoirleach, I would like to propose Councillor Caroline Winstanley.
Councillor Winstanley has a strong background in disability advocacy having worked
with various organisations in this hearing and being a qualified speech and language
therapist. Since being elected to Bray Municipal District last year, Councillor
Winstanley has contributed very positively to a number of initiatives in her area and
worked alongside various community groups. She was also chosen as the chair of the
Community and Social Development SPC, currently sits on the CPG and | have no
doubt will make a very positive and progressive impact if elected as Leas
Cathaoirleach. | think also having an all-female lineup of Cathaoirleach and Leas
Cathaoirleach will send a very strong message to the county. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Alvey. Councillor Tom Fortune.
COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Can I just say
congratulations and very well done on your election as Cathaoirleach. | think you'll
actually be very, very good. And my approach to democracy is that | think it's always
very healthy to have a competition. | think that's good. With the role you have
ahead of you and the way politics is changing and how the world is changing, you
know, it's not an easy role, but | have absolutely no doubt that you will do a super job
and you have my full support.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Fortune. Councillor Gerry O'Neill.
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. | want to congratulate you as
well, but I put my light on I think first there when you mentioned nominations. So |
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firstly, as I say, | want to congratulate you. But in nominations for Leas
Cathaoirleach, I would like to nominate John Snell for this position. It would be
sending out that signal to the whole of the county that we're an inclusive group of
people and we respect the effort that people put into their work. And I think John
with 16 years there, he will get on with everyone in here, | know that. More than | can
maybe. If you do -- | absolutely propose John now as Leas Cathaoirleach.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Paul O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR PAUL O'BRIEN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and | take great
pleasure in calling you Cathaoirleach. | want to congratulate you. | know you will
do a fantastic job. | left up there making a mistake, because | should have welcomed
your family, I know Liam and your family here, it's a very proud day for them. 1am
sure you will enjoy it later when you get the free strawberries. But | just want to say
congratulations. You are going to make an absolutely terrific Cathaoirleach. You
made a terrific Leas Cathaoirleach, because you are a lady. You come from great
standing. You treat everyone the same. You have a great way about you. | know
you won't just represent the councillors in here with dignity, you will represent the
entire county as our new first citizen with dignity and I wish you well and you know

we're here to support you and congratulations again.

I'd also like to second Councillor Winstanley for the position of Leas Cathaoirleach. |
know Caroline a little bit now in the last year, we've got to know each other and |
couldn't think of a better Leas Cathaoirleach for you, and especially what Councillor
Alvey had to say. | second Councillor Winstanley. Thank you very much.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor O'Brien, for your kind words and
thank you for seconding. Councillor Pat Kennedy.

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. On behalf of the Fianna
Fail group we just want to congratulate you. You will be a huge ambassador for this
county like the previous Cathaoirleach just gone out, Councillor O'Brien, who was a
great ambassador for the county. He led this county with great standing and | have no
doubt you will do the same as well. As all the kind words has already been spoken,
you carry yourself very professionally Cathaoirleach, and you treat everybody with
respect and fairness, and just on behalf of the Fianna Fail group, you have our full

support for the year ahead. Thank you.
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CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Kennedy. Councillor lan Neary.
COUNCILLOR NEARY: Firstly, congratulations. You're going to do a splendid
job, a great Cathaoirleach. 1 would like to second Gerry's proposal of Councillor
Snell. John is a man of his word and a man of action and that's what we need
nowadays. | would like to second Gerry's proposal. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Neary. Councillor Gail Dunne
online.

COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. | want to wish you the very
best of luck in the year to come. It is a busy position and you're going to be very busy,
but no better person to take up this role. | am delighted for you and | am delighted for
your family. | wish you the very, very best. If | can be of assistance at all over the
year, don't hesitate to contact me. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Dunne. There's no other speakers.
So I think first of all, Councillor Winstanley, will you accept your proposal?
COUNCILLOR CAROLINE WINSTANLEY: Yes.

CATHAOIRLEACH: And Councillor Snell, will you accept the proposal?
COUNCILLOR SNELL: Roll the dice again, | suppose.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Okay. Well, Helen, to a vote then.

MS PURCELL: Thank you. So we have two nominations, Councillor Caroline
Winstanley proposed by Councillor Danny Alvey, seconded by Councillor Paul
O'Brien. And Councillor John Snell proposed by Councillor Gerry O'Neill, seconded
by Councillor lan Neary.

If you would say "Winstanley" or "Snell”, and again, if you don't wish to vote you can
abstain.

Councillor Danny Alvey?

COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Caroline Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Mark Barry?

COUNCILLOR BARRY: Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Joe Behan?

COUNCILLOR BEHAN: Councillor Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Sylvester Bourke?

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Melanie Corrigan?
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COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: Councillor Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Avril Cronin?
COUNCILLOR CRONIN: Councillor Winstanley.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Erika Doyle?
COUNCILLOR DOYLE: Councillor Winstanley.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Malachai Duddy?
COUNCILLOR DUDDY: Councillor John Snell.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Gail Dunne?
COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Councillor Winstanley.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin?
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COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: Councillor Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Orla Finn?
COUNCILLOR FINN: Councillor John Snell.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Pat Fitzgerald?

COUNCILLOR FITZGERALD: Councillor Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Tom Fortune?
COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Councillor Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Patsy Glennon?
COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Pat Kennedy?
COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Councillor Winstanley.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Shane Langrell?

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL: Councillor Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Peir Leonard?
COUNCILLOR LEONARD: Srell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Pat Mahon?
COUNCILLOR MAHON: Councillor Winstanley.
MS PURCELL: Councillor Jason Mulhall?
COUNCILLOR MULHALL: Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Miriam Murphy?
COUNCILLOR MURPHY: W.instanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor lan Neary?
COUNCILLOR NEARY: Councillor Snell.



© 00 N OO 0o M W N P

W W W W N N N DN DN DN DN DNMNDNDDN P P P PP PP PP PP
W N PP O © 0N OO O A W N P O O 0O N O o b WO NN P O

16 June 2025 - AGM 24

MS PURCELL: Councillor Dermot O'Brien?

COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: Councillor Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Paul O'Brien?

COUNCILLOR PAUL O'BRIEN: Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Gerry O'Neill?

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Councillor Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Warren O'Toole?

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Graham Richmond.

COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Lourda Scott?

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Councillor Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor John Snell?

COUNCILLOR SNELL: Councillor Snell.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Peter Stapleton?

COUNCILLOR STAPLETON: W.instanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Stephen Stokes?

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Councillor Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Ned Whelan?

COUNCILLOR WHELAN: Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: Councillor Caroline Winstanley?

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY: Winstanley.

MS PURCELL: That's 22 in favour of Councillor Winstanley, 10 in favour of
Councillor Snell.  Councillor Winstanley is elected. (Applause.)
CATHAOIRLEACH: Congratulations, Councillor Winstanley. Would you like to
say a few words?

COUNCILLOR WINSTANLEY: I want to keep this brief, because it is not my day,
it's the new Cathaoirleach's day. | want to say thank you for the support and | am
grateful for the trust you placed in me and | look forward to working with you all
genuinely. Itisa great privilege in this role and | know | am a new councillor, but |
really do want to do my best to represent the Council and | am going to work with
fairness and respect for you all.

(Applause.)
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CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Winstanley. And Helen wants to
come in before we move on to item 3 to agree the schedule of ordinary special
meetings for the coming here.

MS PURCELL: Just to apologise to the members, the first schedule that went out
was incorrect. | had included the LPT meeting in October. The LPT meeting, was
agreed by CPG, is going to be part of the July meeting as it is a revaluation year and we
have to notify revenue of our decision at the earlier date of the end of August. So
there is no LPT meeting in October in that schedule. So just to clarify that issue.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Okay. So can I ask for a proposer and seconder. Councillor
Paul O'Brien and seconded by Councillor Kennedy. So I think that concludes our
meeting. Thank you all for coming out today and thank you for the support, and
looking forward to working with you all and looking forward to seeing you in July for
a very important meeting. Thank you.

(Applause.)

MS PURCELL: As Councillor O'Brien pointed out, there are free strawberries in the
canteen and cakes. So we would be delighted if everybody could come up and

celebrate in the canteen. Thank you.

(Meeting concluded 2:49 pm)

* * * *
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